Meteorologist braves ridicule over rings theory

Corn circles are
ade by aliens,

claims scientist

p;
Corn circlas at a farm In Willtshire

IT TAKES courage for a man
of science to admit publicly
that he believes planet earth is
being visited by unseen extra-
terrestrial craft, and that their
occupants are responsible for
the mysterious rings and pat-
terns in our cornficlds,

Aldan Wails is such a man, and he is
well aware of the scepticism that will
greel the theories he eapounded (o me
in conversation at  his home in
Elmstead Market, near Colchester.

Blecause many people will give a wry
smile or snigger at suggestions that corn
circles are further evidence of alicn con-
tact, it is as well to state at the autset
that Mr, Wartls is a professicnal
meteoralogist and physicist.

He holds degrees in maths and
physics, is a Fellow of the Royal
Metearological Society and the author
of several books on the cffect of wind
turbulence. For 33 years he taught
physics at Colchester [nstitwte, retiring
last year, and has carried out a good
deal of scientilic rescarch.

Professlonal

It is a carcer which establishes him ac
a man of serious intent, His intercst and
investigative approach to the mystery of
the corn circles is that of a professional
with a desire to know the truth,

Yet the answer to the phenomena that
has baffled many more scientists, does
not, he says, liein the wind,

By Peter Hopper
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Mr. Wans said in a letter published
last month in Weather, the official mag-
arine of the RMS3, “Anyone who has
studied the latest acrial photographs of
lhese phenamena must fealise al once
thar they are wasting their time in o
fruitless search for some mechanisin
that will allow a nice thdy explanation, ™

One of very [ew professional weather
experts o examine a eaen circle far him-
self, he took precise measurerncnts of a
durmabbell-shaped  patteen  which
appeared in a Tield of unharvesied
wheai on a farm al Fordham, near (ol
chester.

The 1wo rings, joined by a contral
swathe, were stumhled upon by the
owners as Lhe erop was about 1o be com-
bined. The pattern could not be scen
from a road and remained undetecred
until harvest because of the lack af sur-
rounding elevation,

Im his letler (o Weefher, a publication
not given to flights of Tancy, Mr. Walis
said, "' This was, by present standards, a
simple patiern but there is no way a nal-
ural phenomenon could have lormed
these circles and the connecting swathe

“The former were both of exactly
1% fi. 2 in. radius and the edges were
sharp a5 il cut with a knife, There was,
im the centre of each, a roughly 2 in.
wide central hole which on probing with
arod proved to be 93 in. deep.

"“These boles were exactly central in

Phenomena in the fields

IT HAS to be said there are
several theories about the
origin of the celebrated carn
circles, but so far no single
one has cmerged as the aut.
right front ruhner.

With growing public inter-
et in what is after all a gzood
mystery, the media conlinues
tn be rather sceptical of expla-
natiens other than a freak of
nature of 2 giganiic hnax.

Investigations  are  often
hampered by peaple jumping
on the handwapon with their
own pel dheories, hundreds of
sightseers and  even some
farmers who make a charge (o
view circles found on iheir

tand, ; /
When it was claimed earlier
this month  that  self-sfyled

“Son of God™" David Ieke was
seen tunning around ane of the
new corn cirches which had
appedred in Wikishire, investl
pation of ome of the latest
sightings was in danger of
depenerating  into ancther
media circus.

Yot there is serious work
going on tn discover who or
what is behind one of the mast
intriguing mysteries Tor many
ayear,

Even if il turns out to be a
hoax in the end ts one of
enarmous complexity,

This is increasingly the most
unlikely explanation hecause
of the vast number of circles
and patterns discovered in
Hritain and nther countries.

The iwao most serious con-
teaders are the sortex theory
A . Terrence  Meaden,
alwm | inferviewed a couple

of years ago, and the views of
researchers Pat Delgado and

Colln - Andrews which  lean
towards  extraterresirial
visitations.

Dr. Meaden claims his wind
lhwrhis' supported by the
knowledge that stone circles
and burial grounds were built
on the side of neolithle crop
clreles.

There are MM stone circles
in Britain, mainly in the south
of England.

Dr. Meaden, is  well
qualified as a  physicist,
metenralogist and

archacologlst who heads the
Tormado and Storm Research
Association, and this year set
up the Circles Effect Research,
or CERES, to monitar the
rinws.

Ile claims tn hare investi-
pated hundreds of the crop cir-
cles and says they have
occurred for centuries and are
ereated by the wind.

He has come 1o the conclu.
sion that they are formed by a
vortex or air which spins
abave the grain, leaving the
impression of a symmelrical
spiral.

The phenomenon ocours
when the wind in a valley is
still, usually at night, when an
aneoming wind may strike 2
hillside in 2 cerfain  way,
producing 3 mass of spinning
air, which will move toward
the pround and create the
shapes seen In crops.

Accarding to Meaden, the
vartex may also account for
the thearics about UFOs,
which have become linked o
the circles.

the twa circles, The o al connesling
swathe was exactly 6 ML wide thimigh
out its fength and it was abvious from
the way the sialks had been laid that the
soulhernmost al the circles had been
drawn ficst; the connecting swathe had
becn started from the very edge of rhat
circle and the northernmast had been
g awen lase,™

He added, “"Mo vortex (the theory ol
investigaling scientist Terrance Meaden}
cauld have formed such a patiern and,
while the implications of ihis arc nol
scientifically comfortable, ot 15 abvious
to me that this and the other most coms
plex patteris that have been discovered
are  the result of some form of
intelligence."'

Intriguing

Mr. Warts agrees in has letier that a
few, wery fow, circular or near-circalar
patterns may indesd be the resull of
Incal vortices.

“*However,'" he adds, "“to attempi an
explanation of the whole gamut aof this
inlriguing phenamenon through
meteprology is uscless and will only
serve Lo cover up the true identity of an
imporiant effect which needs same rue
scientific study but, because of ity
mystery, will not ger i,

Mr. Walts told me there were several
aspects which led i 1o believe that 1
was not Lhe work of 4 hoaxer,

“Some Torce had hent the siraw, il
had mot been trampled,” said Mr,
Watts, The pressure excrted on the ceop

had not only bent the straw
down o that it wauld net get
up again, but it was also bent
araund the centre, 4

The most likely explana-
tion was that some Term of

Scientist Mr, Alan Watls fayours the alien theory

He siates that the vortex
could  become  electrically

The team of Delgadn and e m
Andrews,

revealed In  their

demonstration  of
energhes and an inteligence

electromagnetic energy  had
heen used which entrained
the irons in the straw to give a
circwit effect much like a

Mr, Watts said, ''No
human agency was involved,
[ don'l sec how il could be,

Wil apy meteorological
phenomena  there is  lur-
bulenee: there was no sign of
turbulence in this
phenamenan, '’

The cause wai, in his
opinian, extra-lerrestrial,
“All my experience aver the
years has led me 1o hat con-
clusion,'" he said,

Mr, Watts wauld not be
drawn on why it was happen-
ing. "“Mo one knows why,™
he replied 1o my question,
“*but the evidence is there.”

As a founder member of
the Unidentified Flying
(hjects Research Association
in the late 1950 and early six-
ties, he took pait in scientific

investigations, urtil, he
claimed, the arganisation got
inta the hamds af
Vweirdoes, "

Mr. Walls thinks there is a
good chance that the current
carn circle invesiigations will
suffer a similar foie, unless
the whale thing is strictly con-
trolled,

charged, cauvsing it to sppear
a5 a hall of light, 1t could also
make & humming or whistling
sound and woften is mistaken
for a UFQ.

However, the vortex theory
does nol seem lo account lor
the increasing complexity of
the patlerns or plclograms
which have appeared only over
the last two years.
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books  Circular  Evi-
dener{1989) and its update
The Lovest Evidence (1%}
their growing conviction that
the energy belng used is as yet
undiscorered and possibly con.
cerned with evolution,

. Delgado concluded, “The
Incredible designs now appear-
Ing n fields, surpassing all
subtleties of previous years,

beyond the realms of scientific
dopma’

‘rop circles which hare
appeared In the past week In
fields around Swindon, Wiks.,
and Dundry, near Bristol, are
of graphic design and support
the predtictions that this year's
versinns wouldl he more com.
phex than ever before,

The saga continues . . .

rﬁtp://www.fineprint.com

He belicves that our alien

vititors mre  playing  an
intellectsal pame with us,
rather than attempling com-
municatian. “*They are call.
ing cards."" he says,
.. Ta deseribe the patterns or
MElOZrAMms 35 communica-
tion was a bit far-felched, as
they seemed 1o follow na
known language.
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