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FHOTOE AP FREDSRNS ARSI THE CHBOANCLE

A mystery Sovlet space photo
{obove} was displayed by test
pilot Marina Popovich (right)

By Jack Viets
Chronlele Stal Weller

A photo of & mysterlons ob-
jectinspace taken by an unman-
ned Soviet spacecrafltl that Inex-
plcably dlsappeared shortly mf-
terward was displayed yester-
day hy onc of Russia’s top
waomen test plilots on the eve of a
UFQ convention here.

The strange, missile-like ob-
jeel — which could have been
anylhing from a d}-l.;ng space-
craft's last transmlssion of an
electrical malfunetlon to an alien
spcecraft - was photographed
in deep space In the area of the
Martlan moon, Phobos, by the So-
viet space probe Phobos 2 on
March 26, 1989, aald the pllot, Ma-
rina Popovich.

The speaker, a cetired Soviet
Alr Force celonel, Lest pliol, aero-
dynamicist and cosmonaut train-
ce, said she had been glven the
phote by a high official In the
Soviet space program,

The upldentificd abject, a
long, fainlly aerodynamic shape
with rounded ends, appears in

‘Soviet Photo of a UFO Near Mars
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the photograph beneath an irreg.
ularly shaped blob of Hght that is
apparently the Martian moon
Fhohos.

Three davs after it transmit-
tedd the phota te Earth, "the
spacecrall disappeared,” Popoy-
ich told a press conference at the
Soviet consulate in San Francis
o,

“The reasons for its disap.
pearance  are unknown she
said,

She suggested thal s possi-

t - i
R
“ulaste
N
.';VI
e
1y
Lws
o A ¢
: 2 N
iy FLARIL T
U3 i
NE F
ik
bt
o

ble that a radlatlon flash from
the object the spacecraft photo-
graphed “turped it off” and caus-
eil it to disappear in space, "The
photo s only information for
thinking ... informatlon for all
kinds af decisions.”

“Moane can answer precisely
what it is,” said rofessor Emerl-
tus James Harder of the Unlver-
sity of California at Berkeley, the
former dircetor of research for
the Acrial Phenomena Research
COrganization.

Poasiblllties for the orlgin of
the object in the photo will be
discussed at a Soviet-Amerlcan
UFQ/Extraterrestrial  Intelli-
gence symposivm from 10 a.m. to
& pom, today at Wheeler Auditorl-
um on the UC Berkeley campus.

Otber speakers will Include
Colln Andrews, a Dritish re
searcher in the phenomenon of
crop circles and the miyatery
shafts and beams of llght seen at
Slonchenge, and Steven Greer,
M.IL
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